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Happy Pentecost! 

  

When we shut down our churches as a 

precaution against the spread of disease, none 

of us expected that this prolonged suspension 

of public Mass would last so long.  I think that 

many of us initially thought we would suspend 

for a couple weeks and would be back by 

Easter.  As we know, that did not come to 

pass.  Now, we stand at the end of the Easter 

Season with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 

the fiftieth day after Easter.  After this Sunday, 

we return to Ordinary Time, celebrating Trinity 

Sunday next weekend and then Corpus Christi 

after that. 

  

Thank you for staying engaged with your faith 

during this time.  You have received our bulletin 

electronically, or accessed it through our app 

or website.  You have been able to see videos 

broadcast from St. Thomas.  Most recently, you 

have been able to come to at least receive 

the Eucharist. 

  

We often refer to the Eucharistic fast as the one 

hour that we abstain from food and drink 

before receiving Communion.  In this case, we 

have been on an unexpected two month 

Eucharistic fast – a fast from receiving 

Communion.  Thankfully, this is coming to an 

end. 

  

Thank you for sending in your parish 

contributions in the mail or electronically.  Our 

collections are below budget, but this is not a 

surprise under these circumstances.  In fact, 

your generosity during this shutdown has been 

remarkable!  I hope that we can return soon to 

more normal practice.  When we do return to 

church, I will be very thankful for your financial 

support according to your ability in these tough 

times. 

  

The good news is that we have permission to 

reopen our parishes for private prayer 

beginning this week, and we hope to reopen 

for public Masses the following week.  We are 

waiting for more information from the State and 

from our Diocese.  Please stay tuned to our 

parish app, parish email, our website and our 

blog for more information.  I have included 

more information about our reopening 

procedures in this bulletin. 

  

  

-Msgr. Gray 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, May 31, 2020  

 7:00 a.m. Charley Hessling/Betty Arnold 

 9:00 a.m. Sr. Madeline Marie Brophy/Frances Farraher 

 11:00 a.m. Florence and Jim Ryan/Family 

 5:00 p.m. For the People 

 

Monday, June 1, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Joe and Ric Olson 1st Anniv/Family 

 8:00 a.m. Jay Streid 

  

Tuesday, June 2, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Vivienne Burek/Elizabeth A. Taylor 

 8:00 a.m. Frank Eaton/Mary Brennan 

 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Jeri Callahan/John Callahan 

 8:00 a.m. Donna Mae Silber/Jeanne Whalen 

 

Thursday, June 4, 2020 

 7:00 a.m.  Rosemary Bartley/Mike and Mary Lou Bartley 

 8:00 a.m. Walter Arnold/Matt and Heather Shane 

 

Friday, June 5, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. John Rush/Dennis and Kathy LaHood 

 8:00 a.m. World Peace and Special Prayer Intentions 

 

Saturday, June 6, 2020 

 8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society 

 5:00 p.m. Scheirer and Knoblauch Families 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Sandy Rapp/D’Arcy Hauesser 

 9:00 a.m. Michael Gray 1st Anniv/R.D. Campbell 

 11:00 a.m. For the People 

 5:00 p.m. Dolores Oppe/Paul and Mildred Gilles 

Readings for the Week of May 31, 2020 
Sunday Pentecost Sunday 

 Acts 2:1-11;  1st Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13;p  John 20:19-23 
 

Monday The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

 Genesis 3:9-15;  Acts of the Apostles 1;12-24;  John 19:25-34 

 

Tuesday 2 Peter 3:12-15a;  Mark 12:13-17 
 

Wednesday St. Charles 

 2 Timothy 1:1-3,6-12;  Mark 12:18-27 
 

Thursday 2 Timothy 2:8-15;  Mark 12:28-34 
 

Friday St. Boniface 

 2 Timothy 3:10-17;  Mark 12:35-37 

 

Saturday St Norbert 

 2 Timothy 4:1-8;  Mark 12:38-44 
 

Sunday The Most Holy Trinity 

 Exodus 34:4b-6,8-9;  2 Corinthians 13:11-13;  John 3:16-18 
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Receiving Communion 
While we are not able to come together for Mass yet, you are able to 

receive Communion.  Communion will be distributed on Saturday evening 

from 5:30 to 6:00 pm and Sunday morning from 9:30 to 11:00 am.  Msgr. 

Gray will be in the narthex to distribute the Eucharist.  Those who do not 

wish to leave their vehicles can pull up in the crescent drive.  Wait 

patiently and Communion will be brought to you. 

Parish Office 
Beginning Tuesday, May 26, the Parish Office will be open Monday 

through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm.  If you are coming to the office 

we ask that you respect the protocols that have been set for reopening 

businesses including social distancing.   
 

During other normal office hours we will continue the procedures we have 

been following during the shutdown.  You are welcome to email 

(parishoffice@stthomas-church.net), or call and leave a message and it 

will be forwarded to office staff. 
 

To leave a message call 309-688-3446 and at the prompt press: 

                   3  -  Msgr. Gray 

                   4  -  Fr. Stark 

                   0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

             1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

             1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to drop for the Parish Office you are welcome to put 

them under the door of the Office downstairs or the door of the main 

Sacristy upstairs.  The church building is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

every day. 

Veni Sancte Spiritus, also called the 

Golden Sequence, is a sequence in the Roman 

Liturgy for Masses of Pentecost and its octave. 

After the second reading and before the 

Gospel, we sing Veni, Sancte Spiritus, Come, 

Holy Spirit!, asking for what Jesus promises to 

give us today: the Holy Spirit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

SEQUENCE 
Veni, Sancte Spiritus 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

And from your celestial home 

Shed a ray of light divine. 
 

 Come, Father of the poor. 

 Come, source of all our store. 

 Come, within our bosoms shine. 
 

You, of comforters the best; 

You, the soul’s most welcome guest; 

Sweet refreshment here below; 
 

 In our labor, rest most sweet; 

 Grateful coolness in the heat; 

 Solace in the midst of woe. 
 

O most blessed Light divine, 

Shine within these hearts of yours, 

And our inmost being fill. 
 

 Where you are not, we have naught, 

 Nothing good in deed or thought, 

 Nothing free from taint of ill. 
 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 

On our dryness pour your dew; 

Wash the stains of guilt away: 
 

 Bend the stubborn heart and will; 

 Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 

 Guide the steps that go astray. 
 

On the faithful, who adore 

And confess you, evermore 

In your sevenfold gift descend; 
 

 Give them virtue’s sure reward; 

 Give them your salvation, Lord; 

 Give them joys that never end. 
 

   Amen.  Alleluia. 

When you go the poor, you encounter Jesus 
No work of charity is foreign to the society of St. Vincent de 

Paul.  Vincentian help can include any assistance that 

promotes human dignity and integrity.  The following is one 

of the many instances in which your prayers and generous 

donations resulted in helping a couple through a health 

crisis. 
 

Recently, a woman called the St. Vincent de Paul Helpline, needing help 

to cover a rent payment.  She had received a cancer diagnosis and had 

to lose seven weeks of work during her cancer treatment.  At the same 

time, her husband developed a severe skin infection and was 

hospitalized.  He, also, missed work.  They are both hourly employees  and 

neither received a salary during their sick leave.  Thus, they were behind 

on their rent and other expenses.  The St. Vincent de Paul Society paid a 

significant portion of their rent, helped them get on an Ameren payment 

plan, directed them to the St. Thomas Food Pantry, and assisted them 

with resource information.  She tearfully said that they were not 

accustomed to asking anyone for help. 
 

Because of your caring and concern, this ouple was able to remain in 

their home, supplement their food supply, and learn of other resources.  

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul encounters many sorts of situations 

where people are in crisis.  Helping them is the reason that the Society 

exists, and it is for this reason that we rely on and deeply appreciate your 

support. 

-Cissy Carlson 
 

The next St. Vincent de Paul collection will be the weekend of June 6/7. 
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Weekly Collections 

March 1, 2020 through May 17, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic contributions can be made through direct debit, text 

giving, or  by using the Giving tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org or by text giving.  Questions about electronic 

contributions call Julie or Terri at 688-3446. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

  Mar 1 Mar 8 Mar 15 Mar 22 Mar 29 Apr 5 Apr 12 

        

Budget Sunday Collections $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 

Sunday Collections $24,918 $23,952 $14,016 $5,212 $6,302 $23,264 $25,449 

Over/(Short) $4,918 $3,952 $5,984 $14,788 $13,698 $3,264 $5,449 

        

        

 Apr 19 Apr 26 May 3 May 10 May 17 TOTAL YTD    

        

Budget Sunday Collections $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $240,000 $940,000 

Sunday Collections $13,824 $11,306 $22,042 $5,884 $15,677 $191,846 $859,607 

Over/(Short) $6,176 $8,694 $2,042 $14,116 $4,323 $48,154 $80,393 

 

Preparing to Reopen for Public Mass 
 We do not yet have permission to reopen for the public at Mass. 

When that permission is given, there will be some modifications that we must take into account. 

  

 The faithful will continue to be dispensed from attending Mass.  Parishioners should be aware that there is still  

 some risk when people go out in public.  For those who are at risk or with underlying conditions, you may  

 freely stay home.  People will be able (but not required) to come to Mass. 

  

 If you are sick, we will insist that you stay home.  If you have been exposed to someone with the virus,  

 or if you have flu-like symptoms, it is important that you not come to Mass where you may expose others. 

  

 You are encouraged to maintain social distancing and wear protective equipment, such as a face mask  

 or face covering.  Masks are not required when people are able to maintain proper distancing.  Families  

 who live in the same household are also not required to maintain distancing among themselves. 

  

 There will be a few other adjustments to our regular routine: 

 

   As a precaution, collection baskets will not be passed during the offertory.  Baskets will be left  

         in fixed locations for your contributions. 

   There will be no gift procession during the offertory. 

   There will be no sign of peace before the Lamb of God. 

   The Precious Blood will not be distributed. 

   The faithful are encouraged to receive Communion in the hand and to carefully avoid any  

         physical contact with the minister's hand when receiving. 

   Those who do not wish to come forward at Communion are encouraged to remain in place and 

         to make an Act of Spiritual Communion. 
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Job Openings 
St. Thomas School is seeking to fill two teacher 

job openings: 

         - Fifth Grade Classroom Teacher 

         - 6-8th Grade English Teacher 

Please send letter of interest and resume to our 

principal, Maureen Bentleyat: 

 maureenbentley@stthomas-school.com 

Food Pantry 
Current needs are:  rice, jelly, syrup and meal helper. 
 

Students interested in earning service hours at the pantry this summer, 

please contact Rob Berg to schedule your hours.   

orioberg@mediacombb.net or   815-954-0297. 

 

THANKYOU  to all who contributed to the Pantry during this challenging 

time.  Many of our neighbors were able to come to the pantry, and 

provide for their families as they adjusted to the stay at home order.  We, 

and they, sincerely appreciate your donations of food and financial 

support.   

Stay in Touch 

1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass each day.  Link can be found on the parish 

website, stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature regular updates 

(jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push notifications (Visit 

myparishapp.com/download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in weekly emails from the 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the parish webpage (stthomaspeoria.org). 

2020/2021 School Year 
St. Thomas School provides a wealth of 

opportunities to our students at all levels.  We  

are committed to providing the best quality 

Catholic education we can at St. Thomas, 

including our music, band, art, and Spanish 

programs and other extra-curricular 

subjects.  We have openings in all grades, Pre 3 

through 8th grade.  If you, or someone you 

know, is interested in learning more about all 

that is waiting for them at St. Thomas School 

please call our school office at 685-2533.   

 

A virtual tour of our school is on our website at 

school.stthomaspeoria.org 

Financial Assistance for 2020/2021 School Year 
While we have just completed our very unusual Covid-19- affected school 

year, please keep in mind our deadline to apply for financial assistance 

for 2020/2021 is Sunday, May 31st.  Completion of a FACTS application for 

financial assistance by May 31st insures that you are considered for 

financial assistance from the Diocese of Peoria through the John 

Lancaster Spalding Fund, and from the St. Thomas Sponsor a Student 

Program. 
 

If you have not completed your 2019 Federal Income Tax return by May 

31st, you may still complete the FACTS application.  Upload your 2019 W-

2s and 2018 Federal Income Tax return to complete your application. 
 

We know some families personal situations may have been negatively 

affected by the stay at home order. If your family has been affected 

please indicate this on your FACTS application, in communication with 

Msgr. Gray or Pat in the Parish Office.  We expect to finish Financial aid 

decisions by the end of June.  If you have any questions or need 

assistance in completing the FACTS application, please contact Pat in the 

Parish Office at 688-3446. 
 

Thank You to Our Donors,  our generous parishioners who 

continue to support St. Thomas during this time.  Your contributions to our 

Sponsor a Student Fund provide financial assistance without which many 

of our students would not be able to attend STS.  Your contributions to 

Empower Illinois have provided awards to 10 students for the 2020/2021 

school year.  Contributions to the Invest in Kids Program through Empower 

Illinois allow you to receive a 75% Illinois State Income tax credit for  your 

donation.  Donations made through November 30, will be awarded to 

students for the 2020/2021 school year.  Currently 55 of our students are on 

the waiting list to receive awards from Empower Illinois.  If you are 

interested in learning more about the Invest in Kids Program please 

contact Pat or Julie in the parish office. 

Reconciliation 
Saturday  4:00-4:45 p.m. and 6:00—6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available at 

our usual times in the confessional in the 

chapel. 

 

Please stay behind the screen.  Face to face 

confession is not available at this time. 
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Comet Cash 

During COVID-19 
 

SHOP USING COMET CASH GIFT CARDS 

You can still buy all your household essentials 

and help support your family and St. Thomas, 

with more than 750 brands available. Shop the 

gift guide at ShopWithScrip.com.  What better 

time to set up your Scrip account and start 

saving on tuition and helping STS? 

 

We work through Great Lakes Scrip. Take a 

look at their website to find out more about 

Scrip. You can create an account, see what 

vendors are available, start shopping, and start 

SAVING. Even better, you can receive email 

updates directly from them about special 

bonus rebates and offers.  

 

Our school code is BA38E9AD7759. 

 

During these difficult times, I am keeping some 

cards on hand.  In addition, anything listed on 

the www.shopwithscrip.com website can be 

ordered. Special orders need to be placed by 

7am Monday. Your order will be available by 

Friday.   Contact me at my email below to 

order. Cards for some local vendors may not 

be available at this time. 

 

Payment options:  cash and checks are great! 

We are unable to take credit cards because of 

the fees associated with them. Online items, 

reloads, and ScripNow can be paid for via 

PrestoPay debited from your checking 

account. PrestoPayTM is the secure online 

payment system for families that lets them pay 

for orders, receive e-gift cards, and reload their 

cards immediately.  MyScripWalletTM is our 

mobile website where families can buy 

physical gift cards, reloads, and eGift cards. 

Transfer of funds literally takes about 15 

seconds or less, so it is truly tuition 

reimbursement at your fingertips! 

  

Thank you for caring and supporting our 

school, 

 

Angie Robenstein 

angierobenstein@stthomas-school.net 

Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or   
 
Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under About open the 
New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 



St. Thomas the Apostle Parish    309-688-3446 
904 East Lake Avenue, Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

Pastor ............................ Msgr. Jason A. Gray ........................ (x1400) 
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 

Parochial Vicar ........... Rev. Paul Stark S.J. ........................... (x1430) 
paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 

Deacon ........................ Dcn. Mark Kelsch ....................... (692-4908) 
 Dcn. John Nelson ...................... (981-2716) 
 Dcn. Ed Mallow .......................... (360-7735) 

 
School Principal .......... Maureen Bentley ............................. (x1210) 

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 

Administrative Assistant ............... Terri Moon .......................................... (x1300) 

terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor…………….…..……..Peggy Sullivan……………………….(x1301) 

peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant ................................... Julie Streid .......................................... (x1340) 

juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

Tuition Coordinator………………..Pat Wombacher .............................. (x1341) 

patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 

CCD Coordinator ............ ………..Angie Robenstein ............................. (x1200) 

angierobenstein@stthomas-school.net 

Music Coordinator ........................ Ann Horst ..................................... (682-5507) 

Choir Director ................................ Erin Craig 

erincraig@stthomas-school.net 

Annulment Consultant ..... ……….John Mackoway ........................ (699-5213) 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate Baptism class 
before the Baptism of their first child. 
Contact the parish office to schedule 
the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday 
4:00-4:45pm  & 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 

How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
subject “Bulletin”. Submissions are due by Friday noon one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length. 
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